PREFACE TO THE INDIAN MINUTES.

THE HONOURABLE VERE HENRY HOBART, by courtesy
styled Lord Hobart, was the seventy-first Governor
of Fort St. George or Madras. Eighty years before
him, his great-uncle, Kobert, Lord Hobart, held the
same post for three years and a half: during whose
government, in the course of the war that arose
between England and the Batavian Eepublic, the
Dutch were compelled to surrender Malacca, Banda,
Amboyna, and all their possessions in Southern
India, together with the island of Ceylon, which
was for some time administered by Lord Hobart,
from Madras. On his appointment as Governor,
he was nominated to succeed to the office of
Governor-General of Bengal, in the event of the
death or resignation of Sir John Shore (Lord
Teignmouth); but dissensions arising between
Madras and the Supreme Government, respecting
the pressure put by Lord Hobart on Umdat-ul-
Umara, son and successor of Walajah, Nabob of
Arcot, in order to induce His Highness to cede his
wretched, misgoverned country, the Court of Directors
ultimately appointed the Earl of Mornington to